University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

1-16-1987

Nicaragua Welcomes New Contadora Peace
Initiative
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Nicaragua Welcomes New Contadora Peace Initiative." (1987). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/329

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 077309
ISSN: 1089-1560

Nicaragua Welcomes New Contadora Peace Initiative
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, January 16, 1987
Nicaraguan Ambassador to the US Carlos Tunnermann told reporters in Washington Jan. 14 that his
government welcomes the new Contadora peace initiative and is anxious to discuss any suggestions
for resolving the regional conflict. However, he said, Managua will not dialogue with the contras nor
withdraw suits against Honduras and Costa Rica filed with the International Court of Justice (World
Court). The Contadora mission will begin Sunday, Jan. 18, with a meeting in Panama, followed by
visits to all five Central American nations. On Jan. 20 the delegation will convene in Mexico, where
results of the tour will be evaluated. The delegation will consist of the eight foreign ministers of
Contadora (Mexico, Panama, Colombia and Venezuela) and the Support Group (Argentina, Peru,
Brazil and Uruguay), headed by UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar and his Organization
of American States (OAS) counterpart Joao Clemente Baena Soares. The ten diplomats plan to meet
with the presidents of Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador. Tunnermann,
who also represents his country before the OAS, said, "Our government continues believing that
negotiation is the only valid alternative, and that Contadora represents the best avenue for a lasting
and stable peace in the region." The Ambassador asserted his government cannot negotiate with
the contras on grounds of principle, since they are "irregular forces which receive financing from
foreigners." Next, Managua will not withdraw the World Court suits accusing both Honduras and
Costa Rica of permitting the use of their territories for contra operations unless authorities of the
two countries "agree to discuss the matter in a direct fashion" with the Sandinista government.
Tegucigalpa and San Jose have accused Nicaragua of bypassing Contadora by seeking resolution
to complaints via the World Court. Tunnermann denied the charge saying his government is
employing a legal and peaceful channel to resolve problems outlined in international law and the
charters of the OAS and the UN. According to the Ambassador, the new Contadora initiative is a
means for "providing a new space for negotiation...now that the White House has announced the
request of another $100 million (sic) for the contras in the 1988 budget." He said, "Contadora is the
only peaceful alternative to a war that may lead to another Vietnam in Central America...Even US
military analysts have arrived at the conclusion that the contras alone do not have the possibility of
overthrowing the Sandinista government." (Basic data from UPI, 01/14/87)
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